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score was below average. In order from highest to lowest intelligence, the first group 
were the “morons,” the second group were the “imbeciles,” and the lowest group were 
the “idiots.”

According to Goddard, from a eugenics point of view, the biggest threat to the progress 
of humanity was not the idiots. Rather, he believed the morons were the biggest threat to 
the genetic pool. In Goddard’s words,

The idiot is not our greatest problem. He is indeed loathsome. . . . Nevertheless,
he lives his life and is done. He does not continue the race with a line of children 
like himself. . . . It is the moron type that makes for us our great problem.20

According to Goddard, of the three categories of feeble-mindedness, the morons are the 
group smart enough to slip through the cracks and reproduce, thus posing the biggest 
threat to humanity.

Goddard received many grants to fund his research, and he took his research team to 
Ellis Island in the early 1900s to identify the feeble-minded as they attempted to enter the
United States. Much of his team was made up of women, who he believed were better at 
distinguishing the feeble-minded by sight:

After a person has had considerable experience in this work, he almost gets 
a sense of what a feeble-minded person is so that he can tell one afar off. The 
people who are best at this work, and who I believe should do this work, are 
women. Women seem to have closer observation than men. It was quite impos-
sible for others to see how . . . women could pick out the feeble-minded without 
the aid of the Binet test at all.21

Although Goddard never provided a 
good reason why, he insisted that women 
could pick out the feeble-minded better 
than men could, so he included them on 
his team of scientists stationed on Ellis 
Island.

Policy Implications
Regarding policy implications of his 
work, Goddard was proud of the increase
in the deportations of potential immi-
grants to the United States. For example,
Goddard enthusiastically reported that 
deportations for the reason of mental 
deficiency increased by 350% in 1913 
and 570% in 1914 from the average of 
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Immigrants walk across 
pier from bridge on Ellis 
Island, where a large 
portion of immigrants 
were processed into the 
United States. Many of 
these immigrants were 
tested by Goddard and 
his research team for 
potentially being “feeble-
minded.
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